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History Policy
“Learning together as we follow in the footsteps of Christ”
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Aim 1

At St Mary and St Michael’s we aim to develop children’s sense of identity through developing knowledge and learning about the development of Guernsey, Britain, Europe and the wider world.

	Principles
	Values
	Strategies

	At St Mary and St Michael we:

	Build up on children’s knowledge and experience of the past


	Appreciate children have a diverse range of experience, knowledge and understanding about the past.
	Help children sort out the important questions from the unimportant questions

	Studying family and Local history


	Believe that in order to help children’s understanding they should study some topics relevant to them
	Using appropriate questioning

Encourage children to think what was important for people at the time.

	Allowing children to experience the diversity of past history:

Gender

Ethnic groups


	Think that providing a wide range of experience will help children to compare similarities and differences in life past and present.
	

	Provide children opportunities to learn about different aspects of the past

(economic

(social

(cultural

(political
	
	

	To use language appropriate to the passing of time


	Provide a good role model for the children
	have agreed vocabulary to be used within each year group that will progress throughout the school


Aim 2

At St. Mary & St. Michael aim to fire pupils curiosity about the past by encouraging children to develop the skills of enquiry so that they find out for themselves about History.

	Principles
	Values 
	Strategies

	As teachers at St Mary & St. Michael, we:

	Organise each area of study around significant enquiry questions


	Believe children should have opportunities to be independent thinkers and learners
	Use open questions which will lead to investigation

Split topics into enquiry questions and use an enquiry question for each subsection that will last for a couple of weeks

Hold question and answer sessions using e mail

	Ask questions that will focus on a rigorous and interesting historical issue


	Feel that enquiry questions 

*allow the children to take responsibility for their learning.

* help to guide and enhance children’s learning


	Develop “hooks” to intrigue learners at the start of an enquiry

Carefully sequence learning activities to take the enquiry forward

Devise motivating outcomes through which pupils answer the enquiry question

KS1 role play annotating work, 

KS2 writing explanations, analysis



	Use provide a range of enquiry questions that will cover a range of pupils experiences about the past

Living conditions

Beliefs

How they were ruled


	Know that  good enquiry questions provide great opportunities for investigations.
	Provide a variety of good enquiry questions that cover different aspects of the past.

Review each question and think about possible learning outcomes.

	Understand how questions will seek to excite and intrigue pupils about the past


	Believe that providing the children with opportunities to lead their own investigations will help develop their interest in the past.
	Encourage and allow pupils to develop their own questioning to support an enquiry.

Provide opportunities to share group findings and ask questions.


Aim 3

At. St. Mary & St. Michael we aim to teach the children skills to help understand and interpret the past

	Principles
	Values
	Strategies

	As teachers at St. Mary & St. Michael, we:

	Plan carefully for learning.  We believe that learning involves:

· acquiring some knowledge

· acquiring a skill

· developing understanding

· application of learning

( enquiry questions will relate to different areas of conceptual development in history

-similarity and differences

- significance and change

- cause and consequence

- evidence and interpretation
	Believe that considered and thorough planning ensures continuity in curriculum provision and produces lessons which enable pupils to build on their learning and make progress.  We plan in year groups teams to ensure equality of opportunity for our pupils
	detail curriculum coverage across the year

In our weekly plans we plan well structured lessons which:

*have clearly defined learning objectives

*have differentiated activities *designed to promote the achievement of the stated objectives

*identify key vocabulary and key questions

*detail which group or individuals the teacher will work with in the independent part of the lesson.

*detail the role of any learning support assistants or helpers

*outline the assessment focus if planned for that lesson

*detail the resources needed

*Use displays to encourage and promote thinking

*Have timelines in each class to help children to develop their sense of chronology

	use a variety of teaching styles e.g.

whole class

guided group work

one to one

modelling

drama and role play

discussion

circle work
	we promote learning by employing a variety of teaching strategies
	have clearly structured lessons:

*we make it clear what we expect the children to know, understand or be able to do by the end of the lesson

*we ‘paint the big picture’ and connect the current objective to previous learning and future application

*we control the pace of the lesson through careful and explicit timing

*we tell the children how we will work during the activities and which group or individuals we will focus on

*we use plenaries to draw out the children’s learning and show them the part it will play in future

	Cater for our pupils’ individual learning styles
	Know that children learn in different ways
	provide opportunities for kinaesthetic, visual and auditory learning




Aim 4

At St. Mary & St. Michael we aim to make History meaningful and exciting by providing a wide range of activities to encourage the children to become independent learners, catering for a variety of learning styles.

	Principles
	Values 
	Strategies

	As teachers at St Mary & St. Michael, we:

	plan for the development of skills and their use in all subjects
	recognise that the acquisition of skills enable pupils to take responsibility for their learning and develop as independent learners
	plan lessons which offer opportunities for acquiring and developing language

collecting and gathering information and ideas

analysing information and ideas

synthesising thoughts and ideas from different sources

reporting in writing, verbally or in fictionally sign

recording

communicating/speaking and listening

	foster independence by planning lessons which will challenge all children and move them forward in their learning
	are responsible for meeting individual needs and believe this is a key strategy in developing independence   
	give children opportunities wherever possible to plan and promote their own learning

prepare tasks which are open ended or differentiated

provide opportunities for research and investigation

provide opportunities for pupils to choose their own resources

differentiate our questioning to consolidate and progress learning, and ensure challenge and success for all pupils

use on-going assessment to inform planning and meet individual needs

give children opportunities to evaluate their own leaning

	Provide for a range of preferred learning styles including VAK
	Appreciate children learn in different ways and have their own preferred learning styles
	Use pictures, 

Artefacts

Role Play

Site visits



	Encourage organisational and administrative independence at all times
	believe children must be given the opportunity for their own learning and we have high expectations of pupils’ independence in order to achieve this
	We make sure, for example, that children of all ages:

hang up their own coats

put away their book bags and lunch boxes

put out and clear away equipment and resources whenever appropriate

are fully equipped for each lesson

encouraged to develop a true caring nature toward school member and wider community

	use different ways of grouping children in order to achieve our lesson objectives
	believe that children benefit from working in a variety of groupings, including those where they can be teacher as well as learner
	organise the children as:

a whole class

ability groups

mixed ability groups

friendship groups

pairs

individuals

cross phase groups

	provide opportunities for children to work collaboratively
	believe that children must develop skills of co-operation which they will need tin their adult working life
	develop skills of co-operation and collaboration through role play

teach children to organise themselves within groups

                 assigning tasks

                 taking turns

                 making reports

Value and celebrate group achievements

Promote respect and understanding if the feelings of others through circle work

Teach children the conventions of discussion and debate

	establish a learning environment in which children feel secure, can learn from mistakes and are confident to take risks
	believe it is ok to ask for help
	Establish positive relationships

Value children’s contributions

Build their self esteem

Develop and challenge their thinking through skilful questioning

Encourage and enquiring attitude and foster their curiosity

	Make meaningful and manageable assessments
	Know that on-going assessment is fundamental to effective teaching and learning.  Our Assessment and Marking Policies detail how we assess children’s learning
	take time to observe and listen to children

talk to children about their work

record significant progress in a variety of ways

note any difficulties

mark children’s work constructively

target improvement

share targets with pupils

use assessment to inform planning

modify planning if necessary


Aim 5

At St. Mary & St. Michael we provide opportunities for hands on experience, allowing the children to use a variety of sources and evidence that  show different interpretations and encourage them to make their own decisions.

	Principles
	Values 
	Strategies

	As teachers at St Mary & St. Michael, we:

	To create opportunities for historical visits


	Recognise the importance of first hand experience
	Plan lessons which offer opportunities for

One site role play

Acquiring and developing language

Analysing information and ideas 

	To invite guest speakers


	Appreciate that part of history is story telling and people sharing their experiences
	Using resources which reflect the diversity of people’s experience of the past, age, gender, ethnic background.

Encourage children to ask open ended questions and to think about what they want to find out

	
	
	

	
	
	


