The importance of music

Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the way pupils feel, think and act.  It brings together intellect and feeling and enables personal expression, reflection and emotional development.  As an integral part of culture, past and present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate to others, forging important links between the home, school and the wider world.   The teaching of music develops pupils’ ability to listen and appreciate a wide variety of music and to make judgements about musical quality.  It encourages active involvement in different forms of amateur music making, both individual and communal, developing a sense of group identity and togetherness.  It also increases self-discipline and creativity, aesthetic sensitivity and fulfilment.

Taken from Music QCA Document
AIM: To promote pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural development through music.

Principles.


Values



Strategies

	Spiritual.

*To enable pupils to become aware of the importance of music in worship and its ability to enable us to feel ‘closer to God and His presence with us.

Moral

*To enable pupils to demonstrate responsibility in the way they make choices and decisions in the creative process.

Social

*To develop within the pupils a sense of social cohesion

Cultural

*To enable the pupils to recognise how music can be a reflection of culture
	*To develop within the pupils more sensitivity and spiritual awareness when they attend Mass.

*to encourage pupils in their worship and understanding of God.

*To encourage greater awareness of the reasons why they choose to present things in a certain way.

*To enable the pupils to recognise the value of different contributions.

*To enable pupils to be more aware of their own responsibility in supporting the work of others and encouraging them through offering ideas for improvement.

*To develop within the pupils a greater understanding of how music influences and reflects the way people think and feel.
	*Through whole school Hymn Practises being integrated within an assembly.

*Through the teaching of the various musical sections of the Liturgy and their place within the Mass.

*Through self assessment of their work and the pupils being encouraged to appraise one another’s work.

*Through recognising the need for different roles in group composition and performance.

*Through allowing the pupils to take a turn in ‘leading’ the group and being instrumental in deciding the final choice for performance.
*By relating music to the time and place in which it was created and performed.

*Providing practical access to music making from a range of cultures.


AIM:  To promote key skills through music.
Principles


Values



Strategies

	Speaking and Listening

*To develop the skills of speaking and listening.

Numeracy

*To encourage the development of number skills.

ICT

*To further develop ICT skills.

Problem solving.

*To help develop within pupils an ability to solve problems.


	*That the pupils might grow in confidence and in their ability to express themselves clearly.

*That the pupils might develop sensitivity towards others and a healthy respect for other points of view.

*To develop the pupils’ ability to listen to and appreciate a wider variety of music.

*To create within the pupils a greater awareness of pattern and order.

*To provide the pupils with opportunities to experiment with sound in ICT and increase their awareness of the ways in which ICT can be used to enhance learning in music.

*To enable pupils to discover ways of approaching a variety of problems they might encounter.


	*Through group work and encouraging the pupils to express ideas and opinions on music they have heard.

*Through assessing one another’s performance and offering ideas on how it might be improved.

*Through providing a variety of music types for pupils to listen to.  Music styles through history and music from different parts of the word.

*Through recognising pitch and rhythmic patterns and identifying sequences in music.

*Through using various mediums to record their compositions.

*Through using a variety of computer programmes such as Compose World to compose short melodies.

*Through using different programmes to ‘change’ and ‘distort’ sound in order to change and improve the finished composition.

*Through allowing the children to experiment with sound on a keyboard or electric drum kit and use this in group composition.

*Through providing a variety of audiences that music should be composed for and presented to.

*Through providing different varieties of instruments which can be used and a variety of restrictions upon the composition.




AIM: To ensure that listening and applying knowledge and understanding, are developed through the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising.

	Performing Skills:

*To control sounds through singing.

*To control sounds through playing.

Composing Skills

*To create and develop composing skills.

Appraising Skills

*To develop pupils abilities to respond to music and review both their work and that of others.

Listening, and applying knowledge and understanding.

*To develop pupils ability to listen with attention to detail.
	*To enable pupils to sing and perform a range of songs tunefully and with a sense of phrase and expression.

*To enable pupils to develop skills in playing and performing a range of percussion instruments with expression and control.

*To enable pupils to explore, choose, combine and organise musical ideas within musical structures.

*To enable pupils to explore and explain their own ideas about music.

*To enable pupils to improve their own and others work.

*To enable pupils to internalise and recall sounds with increasing aural memory.
	*To practise, rehearse and present performance with an awareness of the audience.

* To offer opportunities for pupils to work together and individually on a variety of compositional projects.

*To offer pupils opportunity to respond to music using movement, dance, expressive language and musical vocabulary.

*Through allowing opportunity for pupils to listen to each others work and offer suggestions on how it might be improved upon.

*Through musical activities which require pupils to repeat musical patterns and rhythms which increase in length and level of difficulty



AIM: To ensure that listening and applying knowledge and understanding, are developed through the interrelated skills of performing, composing and appraising.

	*To develop pupils understanding of how the combined musical elements of pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, and silence can be organised within musical structure.


	*To enable pupils to develop an awareness of musical structure and when it is appropriate to use certain musical elements such as ostinato.
	*Through encouraging pupils to use a variety of musical structure when composing such as drones or ostinato.


Health and Safety issues in music.
There should be no shared blown instruments – if sharing is necessary it is important that the instruments are thoroughly sterilised between uses.

There should be no sharing of reeds.

Under no circumstances should the children be involved in moving the piano.

Two or more adults should be involved in moving the piano.

It is important that there is a circuit breaker for the mike and amp.

All instruments should be in a good state of repair, there should be no danger of pupils getting splinters or fingers pinched.

There should not be any trailing wires when computers, CD players or Ohps are used.
