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Environment

St. Mary & St. Michael Roman Catholic Primary School: ‘Learning together and following in the footsteps of Christ’.

Introduction

We aim to help the children develop good habits and behaviour patterns when caring for the school building and its grounds, and to show respect for the wider environment.   We want to provide a safe and attractive secure environment.

Definition

The way the school environment is managed and maintained should provide an example to pupils of how to respect and care for a building and its grounds.  We hope that it will also demonstrate to them that the school values and recognises their needs.

Objectives
School grounds

· To invite the pupils, parents and the wider community in the development and management of the school grounds, at the same time maintaining a safe and secure environment.

Litter

· To foster a sense of personal pride and responsibility in pupils.
·   For pupils to regard litter clearing as a positive environmental action , and that litter prevention improves the environmental quality of the school and the neighbourhood.

Waste and recycling

· Raise awareness of what the school can do to minimise waste going to landfill.

· Reduce waste by purchasing less single use disposable items and more recycled materials.

· Reuse materials wherever possible

· Appreciate the financial implications as well as the environmental benefits of waste minimisation and recycling activities.

Water

· Make pupils aware of the link between water use and financial cost

· Help pupils and staff to understand that conserving water is vital to our future.

School grounds

· To use the school grounds as a source of teaching and learning opportunities for pupils.

· Ensure that the grounds provide for recreational use by pupils as well as provision to undertake exercise.

· Develop and maintain the grounds as a place for aesthetic experiences.

· Be aware that the school grounds provide the visitor with the first impression of the school and will influence the attitude and behaviour of the pupils.

Actual school environment

The school is set in large, attractive grounds consisting of two playgrounds, swimming pool, grassed areas, an infant shelter, parking areas, conservation area and extensive areas of shrubbery.  The school building is split into Infant and Junior areas with shared library, ICT and hall facilities.  The office is situated in the Infant area the main school entrance.
Safety and Security

Visitors are requested to report to the office and sign the visitors book.  The caretaker undertakes school crossing and parking from 8.45am – 9.00am and again from 3.00pm – 3.25pm

Maintenance and Improvement

Staff and pupils are involved in plans to improve internal and external environments.  The school has a rolling programme for the decoration of classrooms, work areas and the exterior maintenance of the building.  The gardens are maintained by a private contractor.

All the above is financed by the Roman Catholic Church
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