St. Mary & St. Michael Catholic Primary School

Draft French Policy

Introduction
Introducing a language at an early age has many benefits.  It helps children to develop communication skills, including key skills of speaking and listening, and extends their knowledge of how language works.  It encourages them to understand and compare their own culture and those of others.

Children enjoy learning to speak another language and the earlier a child is exposed to a foreign language, the faster that language is acquired.  The best time to introduce a new language to children is at the lower end of primary school as they tend to be less self-conscious about speaking aloud at this stage of their development, and it can enhance their self-esteem.
Aims and objectives
The aims and objectives of teaching a modern foreign language in our school are:

· To foster an interest in language learning by introducing young children to French in a way that is varied, enjoyable and accessible to all pupils.
· To lay the foundations for future language study by pupils

· To support oracy and literacy by developing their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. 
· To make young children aware that language has structure and that the structure differs from one language to another.

Organisation
· Children in Yrs 5 and 6 receive one lesson per week of 45 minutes.

· The teacher responsible for covering PPA time will deliver the French lesson in these two year groups.

· In addition the school hosts a privately run after school French club.  Classes are open to children in Key Sages one and two for a fee.
Method

Speaking and Listening

· Children should be given opportunities to communicate with each other in pairs and groups and with the teacher.

· As well as practising skills, children should use language for real purposes.

· Children should be encouraged to listen attentively and “imiate” accent, pronunciation and intonation.

· Maximum use is made of the target language for teaching.  It does not preclude the use of English.

· To ask and answer questions

Reading and Writing

· When appropriate children should be given the opportunity to read aloud from the written language.

· Where possible, French vocabulary linked to the scheme in use, should be displayed for the children to read.

· Children would not be expected to write from memory.  Written work would consist of copying/filling in missing words/wordsearch/puzzles etc, paying attention to spelling and grammar.

Differentiation

Through planning, delivery, tasks and selection of resources, all pupils are able to take part in learning French.

We build children’s confidence through constant praise for any contribution they make in the foreign language, however tentative.

Resources

We are continually reviewing resources.  At present these consist of workbooks, worksheets, flash cards, CDs, websites such as Linguascope, Expresso and Primary Resources, games conversation, dice and a limited range of suitable French books.  The resources are centrally stored in the KS1 work area and are easily accessible.  At present a mix of the Salut and LCP schemes is used and supported by a wide range of flashcards and photocopiable resources.

Assessment

· No formal assessment is undertaken.  Continuous assessment is done informally during the lessons in order to evaluate what the children have learned, and to know how much repetition is necessary in order to benefit children of different abilities.

